17 August 1846. — 10 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



A 

BILL 

For registering Births, Deaths and Marriages 
in Ireland. 



it is expedient to provide the means for a Preamble, 
complete Register of the Births, Deaths and Marriages 
of Her Majesty’s subjects in Ireland ; 

3IBC& it CDnatteb, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
5 and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the Authority of the same, THAT it shall be lawful for Her Majesty i. 
to provide a proper office in Dublin, to be called “The General 
Register Office,” for keeping a Register of all Births, Deaths and 
io Marriages of Her Majesty’s subjects in Ireland, and to appoint for 
the said office, under the great seal of the United Kingdom, a 
Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages of all such sub- 
jects domiciled in Ireland, and from time to time, at pleasure, to 
remove the said Registrar-General and appoint some other person in 
15 his room. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General, subject to the Lords Com- 
approval of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, or 
any Three of them, shall appoint from time to time such officers, Treasury to 
clerks and servants, as he shall deem necessary to carry on the Registrar- 
20 business of the General Registry-office, and at pleasure remove Salaries, 
them or any of them; and the said Lords Commissioners, or any 
Three of them, shall fix the salary of the Registrar-General, so that 
the same shall not at any time exceed the sum of One thousand 

637 . a Pounds 

i 
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Pounds yearly, and shall fix the salaries of the officers, clerks and 
servants, in fit proportion, according to the duties which they shall 
have to perform. 

Sataifstobc And be it Enacted, That the salaries of the Registrar-General, 

paid out «.f ] f the said officers, clerks and servants, and all expenses for - 

tne Conson- . „ J 

dated Fund, carrying on the business of the General Registry-office not herein 
otherwise provided for, shall be paid by the said Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury out of the Consolidated Fund of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 



4- 

Regulations 
for conduct ol‘ 
oificeis to be 
framed under 
direction of 
Secretary of 
State. 



Annual ab- 
stract of regis- 
ters to be laid 
befora Par- 
liament. 



6 . 

Registrar- 
General to 
constitute dis- 
tricts and 
appointClergy 
to act as Re- 
gistrars for 
each congre- 
gation. 



Deputy Re- 
gistrars to be 
appointed. 



And be it Enacted, That One of Her Majesty’s Principal Secre- 10 
taries of State, or the Registrar-General, with the approbation of 
such Principal Secretary, from time to time may make regulations 
for the management pf the said Register-office, and for the duties of 
the Registrar- General, clerks, officers and servants of the said office, 
and of the Registrars and Deputy Registrars hereinafter mentioned, 15 
in the execution of this Act, so that they be not contrary to the 
provisions herein contained; and the regulations so made and 
approved shall be binding on the said Registrar-General, clerks, 
officers and servants, and on the Registrars and Deputy Regis- 
trars. 20 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General shall send, once 
in every year to One of the Principal Secretaries of State, a general 
abstract of the numbers of girths, deaths and marriages registered 
during the foregoing year, in such form as the said Secretary from 
time to time shall require ; an'd every such annual general abstract 25 
shall be laid before Parliament within One Year after receipt 
thereof, or after the meeting of Parliament. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General shall and he is 
hereby empowered and authorized to constitute and declare each 
parish or union of parishes in Ireland a Registrar’s district, which 30 
shall be called by a district name ; and that the rector of the Church 
of England, the parish priest of the Church of Rome, or the priest 
officiating as such, the Presbyterian minister, and the ministers of 
every congregation officiating in any chapel or dissenting place of 
worship in which baptisms or marriages may be lawfully celebrated 35 
for the time being, shall be appointed, under the hand of such 
Registrar- General, a Registrar of the Births, Deaths and Marriages 
occurring in their respective congregations within each and every 
of the aforesaid districts or parishes. 

And be it Enacted, That for every district in which a Registrar 4° 
of Births, Deaths and Marriages shall be appointed as aforesaid, 

each 
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•each Registrar shall have power, subject to the approval of the 
Registrar-General, to appoint by writing under his hand a fit person 
to act as his deputy, in case of the illness or unavoidable absence 
of such Registrar ; and every such Deputy Registrar whilst so 
5 acting shall have all the powers and duties, and be subject to all 
the provisions and penalties herein declared concerning Registrars, 
and in case of the death of the Registrar, shall act as Registrar 
until another Registrar is appointed ; and every Registrar shall be 
civilly responsible for the acts or omissions of his deputy. 

8 . 

io. And be it Enacted, That the appointments of Registrars and Appointments 
Deputy Registrars, and the duplicates and certified copies of registers from stamp- 
hereinafter mentioned, shall be exempt from all Stamp-duties. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General shall furnish to Register 
every Registrar for his use a sufficient number of strong iron boxes prodded!* 

15 to hold the register-books to be kept by such Registrar; and every 
such box shall be furnished with a lock and two keys, and no more, 
and one of such keys shall be kept by the Registrar, and the other 
key shall be kept by the Registrar-General, or some one appointed • 
by him, and the register-books of each congregation and district, 

20 while in the custody of the Registrar, and not in use, shall be 
always kept in the register box, and the register box shall always 
be left locked, unless upon the occasions upon which it shall be 
necessary to have recourse to the books contained in such box for 
the purposes of reference or other actual use. 

25 And be it Enacted, That in every case in which any Registrar A llb<Lks,&c. 
shall die, or shall be removed. from or cease to hold the said office, 
all register-books, keys, books, documents and papers in his pos- removal of 
session as such Registrar shall be given, as soon as conveniently 
may be, to his successor in office ; and if any person shall refuse to 
30 give up any such box, key, books, documents or papers in such 
case as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace for 
the county or other jurisdiction where such person shall be or 
reside, upon application made for that purpose, to issue a warrant 
under his hand and seal for bringing such person before any Two 
35 Justices of the Peace for the said county or other jurisdiction, and 
upon such person appearing, or not being found, it shall be lawful 
for such Justices to hear and determine the matter in a summary 
way ; and if it shall appear to the Justices that any such box, key, 
books, documents or papers are in the custody or power of any 
40 such person, and that he has refused or wilfully neglected to deliver 
the same, the said Justices are. hereby required to commit such 
offender to the common gaol or house of correction for the said 
county or jurisdiction, there to remain without bail until ho shall 
a 2 have 
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have delivered up the same, or until satisfaction shall have been 
given in respect thereof to the person in whose custody the same 
ought to be; and the said Justices may grant a warrant to search 
■ for such box, key, books, documents or papers, as in the case of 

stolen goods, in any dwelling-house or other premises in which any 5 
credible witness shall prove upon oath before them that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect the same to be ; and the same when 
found shall be delivered to the person in whose custody they ought 
to be. 

Registrar and And be it Enacted, That every Registrar and Deputy Registrar 10 

dTOlfmUre shall dwell within the district of which he is Registrar or Deputy 

ihSJnaZs Registrar ; and that the Registrar-General shall from time to time 

atode^printej cause t0 be P™ te <l and P ub ' islle(i in each of such districts a list 

and published containing the name and place of abode of every Registrar and 
in the district. ° .... 

Deputy Registrar within such district. 15 

Regista- And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General shall cause to be 

provided.^ 6 printed, on account of the said Register-office, a sufficient number 
of register-books for making entries of all births, deaths and mar- 
riages of Her Majesty’s subjects in Ireland, according to the forms 
of Schedules (A.) (B.) (C.) to this Act annexed ; and the said 20 
register-books shall be of durable materials, and in them shall be 
printed upon each side of every leaf the heads of information 
herein required to be known and registered of births, deaths and 
marriages respectively; and efery page of each of such books shall 
be numbered progressively from the beginning to the end, beginning 25 
with the number one ; and every place of entry shall be also num- 
bered progressively from the beginning to the end of the book, 
beginning with number one ; and every entry shall be divided from 
the following entry by a printed line. 

Registrars to And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General shall furnish to 30 
deafe^and^ 18 ’ every Registrar a sufficient number of register-books of Births, 
mar nates. anf | 0 f register-books of Deaths, and of register-books of Marriages, 

and of forms for certified copies thereof, as hereinafter provided, 
at a reasonable price, to he fixed from time to time by one of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, the cost whereof shall be 35 
borne by the union, parish or place in or for which the Registrar 
is appointed, and shall be paid by the Guardians of the union of 
which the same may form a part, out of the monies coming to 
their hands or control as such Guardians; and every Registrar shall 
be authorized and is hereby required to inform himself carefully of 40 
every birth, and every death, and every marriage which shall hap- 
pen amongst his congregation and within his district, after the 
day of , and to learn and register 

as 
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as soon after the event as conveniently may be done, without fee or 
reward, save as hereinafter mentioned, in one of the said books, the 
particulars required to be registered according to the forms in the 
said Schedule (A.) and (B.) and (C.) respectively, touching every 
5 such birth, or every such death, or every such marriage, as the case 
may be, which shall not have been already registered, every such 
entry being made in order from the beginning to the end of the 
hook. 

14. 

And he it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Registrar- Place of birth 

_ , . . , , . , or death may 

10 General, if he shall think fit, to direct that the place ol birth or i e inserted in 

death of any person whose birth or death shall be registered under the re s ls,er ' 
this Act, shall be added to the entry in such manner as the Regis- 
trar-General shall direct; and such addition when so made shall be 
taken to all intents to be part of the entry in the Register. 



And be it Enacted, That the father or mother of any child born, p 
or the occupier of every house or tenement in Ireland in which any h , 
birth or death shall happen after the said o' 

,) a y 0 f may, within Forty-two Days next after P 

the day of such birth, or within Five Days after the day of such « 
20 death respectively, give notice of such birth or death to the Regis- ii 
trar of the district to whose creed or profession such child or dead l 
person is supposed or intended to belong or to have belonged; and J 
in case any new-born child or any dead body shall be found exposed, 
the Guardians of the Poor in the catfe of the new-horn child, and 
the Coroner in the case of the dead body, shall forthwith give 
5 notice- and information thereof, and of the place where such child 
or dead body was found, to the Registrar to whose creed or pro- 
fession said "child or dead person is known or supposed to have 
belonged ; and for the purposes of this Act, the master or keeper 
30 of every gaol, prison or house of correction, or workhouse, hos- 
pital, or lunatic asylum, orpublic or charitable institution, shall be 
deemed the occupier thereof. 

And be it Enacted, That' the father or mother of every child born : 

in Ireland after tile said <*ay of 

35 or in case of the death, illness, absence or inability of the father ! 
and mother, the occupier of the house or tenement in which such j 
child shall have been born, shall within Forty-two Days next after 
the day of every such birth, give- information, upon being requested 
so to do, to the said Registrar for the congregation to which such 
40 child is intended to belong, according to the best of Ins or her know- 
ledge and belief, of the several particulars hereby required to be 
known and registered touching the birth of such child. 

637 . *3 ^ 
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17 *. 

As to regis- 
try after tlie 
expiration of 
r'oray-two 
Days from 
the" birth of 
the child. 



And be it Enacted, That after the expiration of Forty-two Days 
following the day of the birth of any child, it shall not be lawful for 
any Registrar to register such birth, save as hereinafter is next men- 
tioned, provided that in case the birth of any child shall not have been 
registered according to the provisions hereinbefore contained, it shall 5 
be lawful for any person present at the birth of such child, or for the 
father or guardian thereof, at any time within Six calendar Months 
next after the birth, to make a solemn declaration of the particulars 
required to be known touching the birth of such child, according to 
the best of his or her knowledge and belief, and it shall thereupon be , 0 
lawful for the said Registrar then and there to register the birth 
of the said child according to the information of the person making 
the said declaration, and in every such case the Registrar shall sign 
the entry of the birth ; and for every such registry as last aforesaid, 
the Registrar shall be entitled to have a fee of Two Shillings and |- 
Sixpence from the person requiring the same to be registered ; and 
the Registrar, over and above the fee hereinafter enacted in respect 
of every birth registered by him, shall be entitled, unless the delay 
shall have been occasioned by his default, to have a fee of Five 
Shillings from the person requiring the same to be registered ; and 20 
no Register of Births shall be given in evidence to prove the birth of 
anv child wherein it shall appear that Forty-two Days have inter- 
vened between the day of the birth and the day of the registration of 
the birth of such child, unless the entry shall be signed by the Regis- 
trar ; and every person who shall knowingly register or cause to be 25 
registered the birth of any child otherwise than hereinbefore is last- 
mentioned, after the expiration of Forty-two Days following the day 
of the birth of such child, shall forfeit and pay for every such offence 
a sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds. 



18. 

Births not to 
be registered 
after Six 
Months. 



[Note : — The 
English Act 
provides for the 
registry of 
deuihs arid 
births at sea.] 



ig. 

Some person 
present at the 
death, or oc- 
cupier of 
house, re- 



And be it Enacted, That after the expiration of Six calendar 30 
Months following the birth of any child, it shall not be lawful for 
any Registrar to register under the provisions of this Act the birth 
ol such child; and no Register of Births shall be given in evidence 
to prove the birth of any child, wherein it shall appear that Six 
calendar Months have intervened between the day of the birth and 35 
the day of the registration of the birth of such child ; and every per- 
son who shall knowingly register or cause to be registered the birth 
of any child under the provisions of this Act, after the expiration of 
Six calendar Months following the day of the birth of such child, 
shall forfeit and pay for every such offence a sum not exceeding 40 
Fifty Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That some person present at the death or in 
attendance during the last illness of every person dying in Ireland 
after the said day of , or in case of the death, illness, 

inability 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 7 ) 

inability or default of all such persons, the occupier of the house 
or tenement, or if the occupier be the person who shall have died, 
some person who at the time of the said death shall te an inmate 
of the house or tenement in which such death shall have happened 
5 shall, within Eight Days next after the day of such death, give infor- 
mation, upon being requested so to do, to the Registrar of the con- 
gregation to which such person belonged, according to the best of 
his or her knowledge and belief, of the several particulars hereby 
required to be known and registered touching the death of such per- 
10 son : Provided always, That in every case in which an inquest shall Registrar to 
be held on any dead body, the jury shall inquire of the particulars offiodingYf 
herein required to be registered concerning the death, and the Coroner coroner's” 
shall inform the Registrar of the district to whose creed or con- In l ue8ta - 
gregation such person was supposed to have belonged, of the finding 
15 of the jury, and such Registrar shall make the entry accordingly. 



quire cl to give 
particulars of 
death so far 
as known. 



zu. 

And be it Enacted, That every Registrar immediately upon Registrar to 
registering any death, or as soon thereafter as he shall be required fate of re- 
so to do, shall, without fee or reward, deliver to the undertaker, or foSdertakei 
other person having charge of the funeral, a certificate under his who shall de- 

1 00 liver the same 

20 hand, according to the form of Schedule (E.) to this Act annexed, to the Priest, 
that such death has been duly registered; and such certificate Minister or 
shall be delivered by such undertaker or other person to the priest, p^n™ 8 
curate, minister or officiating person who shall be required to bury 
or to perform any religious service for the burial of the dead body; 

25 and if any dead body shall be buried for which no such certificate 
shall have been so delivered, the person who shall bury or perform 
any funeral or any religious service for the burial, shall forthwith 
give notice thereof to the Registrar of the district to whose creed 
or profession the deceased person was known or supposed to belong; 

30 Provided always. That the Coroner, upon holding any inquest, may Coroner may 
order the body to be buried, if he shall think fit, before registry of 
the death, and shall, in such case, give a certificate of his order, SjJJ 
in writing under his hand, according to the form of Schedule (F.) 
to this Act annexed, to such undertaker or other person having 
35 charge of the funeral, which shall be delivered as aforesaid; and Nodeadbody 
every person who shall bury or perform any funeral or any religious ^ idl e 0 ^ e e ^ 
service for the burial of any dead body, for which no certificate ficate of regfc- 
shall have been duly made and delivered as aforesaid, either by the ^uest^penalty 
Registrar or Coroner, and who shall not within Seven Days give fcu j° unds - 
40 notice thereof to the Registrar, shall forfeit and pay any sum not 
exceeding Ten Pounds for every such offence. 



And be it Enacted, That every person by whom the information Re gi 8 ter‘to be 
contained in any Register of Birth or Death under this Act, shall 
have been given> shall sign his name, description and place of abode 
637. a 4 
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in the Register ; and no Register of Birth or Death according to 
this Act shall be given in evidence, which shall not be signed by 
some person professing to be the informant, and to be such party 
as is herein required to give such information to the Registrar. 



22 . 

Registrars to 
make out 
accounts 
quarterly. 



Guardians to 
pay Regis- 
trar's. 



And be it Enacted, That every Registrar shall make out an 5 
account four times in every year of the number of births, deaths 
and marriages which he shall have registered since the last quarterly 
account, and shall verify and sign the same in presence of the 
chairman or deputy chairman of the union in which said parish or 
district is situated, and who shall attest and sign the same ; and the 10 
Guardians of such union shall, out of the funds at their disposal, 
and levied of or out of the place in or for which such Registrar 
shall have acted, on production of the said account so verified and 
signed, pay to the said Registrar such sums as he shall be 
entitled to receive on the said account, according to the following 15 
scale; (that is to say) for the first Twenty entries of births, deaths 
and marriages, in every year, which he shall have registered, 
whether the same be of births or deaths or marriages, indis - 
criminately, Two Shillings and Sixpence each, and One Shilling for 
every subsequent entry of each Twenty births, deaths or marriages 20 
in each year ; and in the case of an union, the said several sums 
shall be charged to the account of the parishes in which such births, 
deaths or marriages respectively shall have occurred. 



Marriage And be it Enacted, That every Clergyman of the Church of 

beftptin 0 En g land Ireland, or of the Church of Rome in Ireland, and 2 5 
duplicate. every Minister entitled by law to celebrate marriages in Ireland, 
immediately after every office of matrimony solemnized by him, 
shall register in duplicate in Two of the Marriage Register-books 
the several particulars relating to that marriage, according to the 
form of the said Schedule (C.) ; and every Registering Officer of the 30 
Quakers, as soon as conveniently may be after the solemnization of 
any marriage between two Quakers in the district for which he is 
Registering Officer, and every Secretary of a synagogue, immediately 
after every marriage solemnized between any two persons professing 
the Jewish religion, of whom the husband shall belong to the 35 
synagogue whereof he is Secretary, shall register or cause to be 
registered in duplicate in Two of the said Marriage Register-books, 
the several particulars relating to that marriage, according to the 
form of the said Schedule (C.) ; and every such Registering Officer 
or Secretary, whether he shall or shall not be present at such 40 
marriage, shall satisfy himself that the proceedings in relation 
thereto have been conformable to the usages of the said society of 
the persons professing the Jewish religion as the case may be; and 
every such entry as hereinbefore is mentioned (whether made by 

such 
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such clergyman or by such Registering Officer or Secretary respect- 
ively as aforesaid) shall be signed by the clergyman and by the said 
Registering Officer or Secretary as the case may be, and by the 
parties married, and by Two witnesses, who shall attest the mark or 
5 sign of the parties, if one or either of them be incapable of writing 
their name, as well as the performance of the marriage ceremony, 
and shall be made in order from the beginning to the end of each 
book, and the number of the place of entry in each duplicate 
Marriage Register-book shall be the same. 

10 And be it Enacted, That in the months of April, July, October Certified* 
and January, on such days as shall from time to time be appointed R^Se^of 
by the Registrar-General, every Registrar shall make and deliver to 5 eSsto d be 

the chairman or deputy chairman of the Poor Law Union of his ? ent 

, , , . ly, and 

district, on durable materials, a true copy certified by him under Re^ter-^ 

15 his hand, according to the form of Schedule (D.) to this Act filled; to the 
annexed, of all the entries of births, deaths and marriages in the 
register-books kept by him since the last certificate, the first of such Umon ‘ 
certificates to be given in the month of in the year 

and to contain all 

20 the entries made up to that time, and the said chairman or deputy 
chairman shall verify the same, and if found to be correct shall 
certify the same under his hand to be a true copy ; and if there 
shall have been no birth, death or marriage registered since the 
delivery of the last certificate, the Registrar shall certify the fact, 

25 and such certificate shall be delivered to such chairman" or deputy 
chairman as aforesaid, and countersigned by him ; and the Registrar 
shall keep safely each of the said register-books until it shall be filled, 
and shall then deliver or transmit it to the Registrar-General to be 
kept by him with the records of his office; and the other copy of 
30 every such register-books kept by any such Registrar shall remain in 
the keeping of such Registrar, and shall be kept by him with the 
Registers of Baptisms and Burials of the parish or chapelry within 
which the marriages registered therein shall have been solemnized ; 
and the other copy of every such Register-book of Marriages 
35 among the people called Quakers, and among persons professing 
the Jewish religion respectively, shall remain under the care of the 
j said people or persons respectively, to be kept with their other 

registers and records, and shall for the purposes of this Act be still 
deemed to be in the keeping of the Registering Officer or Secretary 
40 for the time being respectively. 

1 . .25. 

And be it Enacted, That every such Chairman or Deputy Chair- Chairman of 

man of each Poor Law Union shall Four times in every year, on uSnto^end 
such days as shall be therefor named by the Registrar-General, 
send to the Registrar-General all the certified copies of the Registers Registers to 
1 - 637. B of 

1 

1 
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the General of Births, Deaths and Marriages which he shall have so received 
Bg«y- during the Three calendar Months next preceding such quarterly 
days of transmission respectively ; and if it shall appear, by inter- 
ruption of the regular progression of numbers or otherwise, that 
the copy of any part of any book has not been duly delivered to 5 
him, he shall procure as far as possible, consistently with the pro- 
visions of this Act, that the same may be remedied and supplied j 
and the certified copies so sent to the General Registry-office 
shall be thereafter kept in the said office, in such order and man- 
ner as the Registrar-General, under the direction of the Secretary to 
of State, shall think fit, so that the same may be most readily seen 
and examined. 

And be it Enacted, That every Registrar, Registering Officer, 
and Secretary who shall have the keeping for the time being of 
any Register-book of Births, Deaths or Marriages, shall at all reason- 15 
able times allow searches to be made of any Register-book in his 
keeping, and shall give a copy, certified under his hand, of any 
entry or entries in the same, on payment of the fee hereinafter men- 
tioned (that is to say), for every search extending over a period of 
not more than One Year One Shilling, and Sixpence additional for 20 
every additional year, and the sum of Two Shillings and Sixpence 
for every single certificae. 



26. 

Searches may 
he made, and 
certificates 
given hy the 
persons keep- 
ing the 
Registers. 



27. 

Indexes to he 
kept at 
General 
Registry- 
office; 
searches al- 
lowed, and 
certified 
copies given. 



. 28. 

Certified 
copies given 
at General 
Registry 
Office to he 
sealed. 



And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General shall cause 
indexes of all the said certified copies of the Registers to be made 
and kept in the General Register-office, and that every person shall 25 
be entitled, on payment of the fees hereinafter mentioned, to search 
the said indexes between the hours of Ten in the morning and Four 
in the afternoon of every day except Sundays, Christmas-day and 
Good Friday, and to have a certified copy of any entry in the 
said certified copies of the registers ; and for every general search 30 
of the said indexes shall be paid the sum of Twenty Shillings, and 
for every particular search the sum of One Shilling, and for every 
such certified copy the sum of Two Shillings and Sixpence, and no 
more, shall be paid to the Registrar-General or such other officer as 
shall be appointed for that purpose on his account. 35 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General shall cause to be 
made a seal of the said Register-office ; and the Registrar-General 
shall cause to be sealed or stamped therewith all certified copies of 
entries given in the said office ; and all certified copies of entries 
purporting to be sealed or stamped with the seal of the said Regis- 40 
ter-office, shall be received as evidence of the birth, death or mar- 
riage to which the same relates, without any further or other proof 
of such entry ; and no certified copy purporting to be given in the 

said 
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said office shall be of any force or effect which is rot sealed or 
stamped as aforesaid. 

2 9 - 

And be it Enacted, That every sum received under the provisions Fees for 

J * searches m 

of this Act, by or on account of the Registrar-General, shall be the General 
^ accounted for and paid by the Registrar-General at such times as the tobe 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury from time to time shall direct, 
into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of Her Majesty’s Paymaster Exchequer, 
for Civil Services in Ireland, according to the provisions of an Act 
passed in the and years of his 

10 late Majesty, intituled, * £ An Act to 



And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for every clergyman clergymen 
or minister who shall solemnize any marriage in Ireland, and for “SJmar- 
every Registering Officer of the Quakers, and every Secretary of a 
Synagogue, after the said day of required. 

,5 to ask of the parties married the several particulars herein required 
to be registered touching such marriage. 

3t. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall wilfully make penalty for 
or cause to be made, for the purpose of being inserted in any Regis- 
ter of Birth, Death or Marriage, any false statement touching information 
20 any of the particulars herein required to be known and registered, 
shall be subject to the same pains and penalties as if he were guilty 
of perjury. 

32 . 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall refuse, or with- p en aityfor 
out reasonable cause omit to register any marriage solemnized by 
2 5 him, or which he ought to register, and every Registrar who shall 

refuse or without reasonable cause omit to register any birth or M.,, kg. s,or 
death of which he shall have had due notice as aforesaid, and every Muriugftu! 
person having the custody of any Register-book or certified copy g ‘ sters ' 
thereof, or of any part thereof, who shall carelessly lose or injure 
< 30 the same, or carelessly allow the same to be injured whilst in his 

i ° keeping, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds for every 

such offence. 

33. 

i And be it Enacted, That every person who shall wilfully destroy 

or injure, or cause to be destroyed or injured, any such Register- M,ifymg 
35 book, or any part or certified copy of any part thereof, or shall falsely 
make or counterfeit, or cause to be falsely made or counterfeited, 

, any part of any such Register-book, or certified copy thereof, or shall 

wilfully insert or cause to be inserted in any Register-book, or 
certified copy thereof, any false entry of any birth, death or marriage, 

40 or shall wilfully give any false certificate, or shall certify any 
j writing to be a copy or extract of any Register-book, knowing the 

same register to be false in any part thereof, or shall forge or 
\ r C counterfeit 

637. 0 
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counterfeit the seal of the Register-office, shall be guilty of 
Felony. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no person charged 
with the duty of registering any birth, death or marriage who shall 
discover any error to have been committed in the form or substance 5 
of any such entry, shall be therefor liable to any of the penalties 
aforesaid, if within One calendar Month next after the discovery of 
such error, in the presence of the parents of the child whose birth 
may have been so registered, or of the parties married, or of Two 
persons attending upon any person in his or her last illness, whose n> 
death may have been so registered, or in case or the death or 
absence of the respective parties aforesaid, then in the presence of 
the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Poor Law Union in which 
he resides, and of Two other credible witnesses who shall respec- 
tively attest the same, he shall correct the erroneous entry, accord- 15 
ing to the truth of the case, by entry in. the margin, without any 
alteration of the original entry, and shall sign the marginal entry, 
and add thereunto the day of the month and year when such cor- 
rection shall be made : Provided also, That in the case of a Marriage 
Reoister, he shall make the like marginal entry, attested in like manner, 20 
in the duplicate Marriage Register-book, to be made by him as afore- 
said ; and in every case shall make the like alteration in the 
certified copy of the Register-book to be made by him as aforesaid, 
or in case such certified copy shall have been already made, pro- 
vided he shall make and deliver in like manner a separate certified 25 
copy of the original erroneous entry, and of the marginal correction 
therein made. 

F And be it Enacted, That all fines and forfeitures by this Act 
imposed, unless otherwise directed, shall be recovered before any 
Two Justices of the Peace for the county, city or place where the 30 
offence shall have happened, upon the information or complaint of 
any person ; and if, on the conviction of the offender, either on his 
or her confession, or by the oath of any One or more credible 
witness or witnesses (which oath such Justices are hereby empowered 
to administer), such fines or forfeitures, with the costs of the con- 35 
viction, shall not be forthwith paid, the same shall be levied by 
distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the offender, by 
warrant under the hand and seal of such J nstices ; and for want 0 
distress, such Justices may commit every such offender to the 
common gaol or house of correction for the county, city or place 40 
where the offence shall be committed, without bail or mainprize, or 
any term not exceeding One calendar Month, unless such fine an 
forfeiture, and all reasonable charges attending the recovery thereo , 
shall be sooner paid ; and One moiety of all such fines and forfeitures 

shall go to the person who shall inform and sue or prosecute for t ie 
° same, 
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same, and the other moiety shall go to the Registrar-General, or to 
such other person as the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury shall 
appoint, for the use of Her Majesty; and no distress made by 
virtue of this Act shall be deemed unlawful, nor shall the party 
making the same he deemed a trespasser on account of any defect 
or want of form in the summons, conviction or warrant of distress, 
or on account of any irregularity which shall be afterwards com- 
mitted by the party distraining, but the person or persons aggrieved 
by such irregularity shall recover full satisfaction for the special 
30 damages sustained in an action on the case. 

36. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases where the sum adjudged to Appeal, 
be paid on any such summary conviction shall exceed Five Pounds, 
any person convicted may appeal to the next Court of General or 
Quarter Sessions which shall be holden not sooner than Twelve 
-jg Days after the day of such conviction for the county or other dis- 
trict or division wherein the cause of complaint shall have arisen ; 
provided that such person shall give to the complainant a notice in 
writing of such appeal, and of the cause and matter thereof, within 
Three Days after such conviction, and Seven clear Days, at the least, 

20 before such Sessions, and snail also either remain in custody until 
the Sessions, or enter into a recognizance, with Two sufficient 
sureties, before a Justice of the Peace, conditioned personally 
to appear at the said Sessions, and to try such appeal, and to abide 
the judgment of the Court thereupon, and to pay such costs as shall 
25 be by the Court awarded ; and upon such notice being given, and 
such recognizances being entered into, the Court at such Sessions 
shall hear and determine the matter of the appeal, ano. shall make 
such order therein, with or without costs to either party, as to the 
Court shall seem meet 5 and, in case of the dismissal of the appeal, 

30 or the affirmance of the conviction, shall order and adjudge the 
offender to be punished according to the conviction, and to pay such 
costs as shall be awarded, and shall, if necessary, issue process for 
enforcing such judgment. 

, 37 - . 

And be it Enacted, That no such conviction or adjudication made No certiorari. 
35 on appeal therefrom, shall be quashed for want of form, or be 
removed by certiorari or otherwise, into any of Her Majesty’s Supe- 
rior Courts of Record ; and no warrant of commitment shall be held 
void by reason of any defect therein, provided it be therein alleged 
that the party has been convicted, and there be a valid conviction to 
sustain the same. 

40 38. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-General for Ireland may Correjmd- 
receive and send by the General Post, from and to places in all parts Regutatt- 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, all letters and re i a tmgto 
packets relating exclusively to the execution of this Act, free from 
' c 2 the *»*•«•■ 
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the duty of postage, provided that such letters and packets as shall 
be sent to the Registrar- General be directed to the “ Registrar- 
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages in Ireland,” at his office, and 
that all such letters and packets as shall be sent by the Registrar- 
General shall be in covers, with the words « Registrar-General of 5 
Births, Deaths and Marriages in Ireland,” printed on the same, 
and be sealed with the seal of the said Register-office, and be 
signed on the outside thereof, under such words, with the name of 
such person as the said Registrar-General, with the consent of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury or any Three or more of \ 0 
them shall appoint, in his own hand-writing (such name to be 
from time to time sent to the Secretary of the General Post Office 
in Dublin), and under such other regulations as the said Lords 
Commissioners or any Three or more of them shall think fit; and 
if the person so to be appointed shall subscribe or seal any letter or 
packet whatever, except such only concerning which he shall 
receive the special direction of his superior officer or which he shall 
himself know to relate exclusively to the execution of this Act, 
or if the person so to be appointed or any other person shall 
send or cause to be sent under any such cover any letter, paper or 20 
writing, or any inclosure, other than shall relate exclusively to the 
execution of this Act, every person so offending shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of One hundred Pounds, and be dismissed from his 
office ; One moiety of such penalty to he paid to the use of Her 
Majesty, Her heirs and successors, and the other moiety to the use 25 
of the person who shall inform or sue for the same ; to be sued for 
and recovered in any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record at Dublin. 



39 - , 
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Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall affect the registration of baptisms or burials as now by 
law or custom established in Ireland, or the right of any officiating 30 
minister to receive the fees now usually paid for the performance or 
registration of any baptism, burial or marriage. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Registrar-General shall, 
within Three calendar Months after his appointment to such office, 
furnish to the respective Boards of Guardians of every union, 35 
parish or place, printed notices, which the said Guardians shall, 
as soon as conveniently may be after the receipt thereof, cause to 
be fixed or placed on the outside of the several church and chapel 
doors, or other public and conspicuous buildings or places within 
their respective unions, parishes or places, and which said notices 40 
shall specify the several acts required to be done by persons who 
may be desirous of solemnizing marriage, or of registering the 
birth of any child, or the death of any person, under the provisions 
of this Act. 
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SCHEDULES to which this Act refers. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 




SCHEDULE (B.) 

1816. Death s in the District of St. Ann’s, in the County of the City of Dublin. 
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SCHEDULE (D.) 



I, John Cox, [state clerical rank and profession of faith,] Registrar of Births and 
Deaths in the district of in the county of 

, do hereby certify that this is a true copy of the 
Registrar’s Book of Births [or Deaths] within the said district, from the entry of the 
birth [or death] of James Gunn, No. l, to the entry of the birth [or death] of William 
Strange, No. 34. Witness my hand, this Seventh day of March One thousand eight 
hundred and Forty-six. 

John Cox, 

Registrar. 



SCHEDULE (E.) 

I, John Cox, Registrar of Births and Deaths in the district of 
in the county of , do hereby certify that the death of Henry 

Gunn was duly registered by me on the Seventh day of March One thousand eight 
hundred and Forty-six. Witness my hand, this Eighth day of March One thousand 
eight hundred and Forty-six. 

John Cox, 

Registrar. 



SCHEDULE (F.) 



I, James Smith, Coroner for the county of > do hereby 

order the burial of the body now shown to the Inquest Jury as the body of John Jones. 
Witness my hand, this Eighth day of March One thousand eight hundred and 



Forty-six. 



James Smith, 

Coroner. 



SCHEDULE (G.) 



I Gilbert Elliott, [state rank and profession of faith,] of 
in the comity [or city] of • h f eb y 1 ‘ bat * haTe 

this day baptized, by the name of Thomas, a male child, produced to me by W, l,am Gunn 
as the son of William Gunn and Rebecca Gunn, and declared by the said William Gunn 
to have been bom at , in the county of 

on the Seventh day of January One thousand eight hundred and Forty-six. Witness 
my hand this First day of December One thousand eight hundred and Forty-six. 



Gilbert Elliott. 
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